Buckhead in Bloom
It‟s become an annual event that supporters of historic preservation, architecture,
landscaping and houses have come to anticipate. The APC‟s Buckhead in Bloom home
tour is one of the city‟s premier events,
taking place this year from noon to 5 p.m.
on April 17.
The Sunday tour will highlight historic
homes and their surrounding gardens in the
Peachtree Heights Park West neighborhood
which have been selected for their architectural significance. In addition, the tour will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of this National Register Historic District. The community west of Peachtree Road is also the
only known neighborhood planned by the
outstanding 20th century architectural firm of
Carrère and Hastings. The firm was an early
leader in comprehensive planning, reflecting
Carrère‟s interest in the Beaux-Arts “City
Beautiful ” movement. Though primarily
known for projects such as the New York
Public Library and the interior of the Metropolitan Opera House, the firm contributed to
civic design and classicism in Peachtree
Heights with beautiful
contours and vistas.
Along with the
tour, the event includes a lecture at 8
p.m. on April 15 by
distinguished author
and preservationist
William “Bill”
William “Bill” Mitchell
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The 2011 Buckhead in Bloom lecture and home
tour highlights historic homes and surrounding
gardens in Peachtree Heights Park West.

Mitchell. He is a cultural historian and a
founder of the Southern Architecture Foundation and the author of many books, including J. Neel Reed, Architect; Landmark
Homes of Georgia; and The Architecture of
James Means, Georgia Classicist. Mitchell‟s
lecture, focusing on the Carrère and Hastings
designed Peachtree Heights Park West
neighborhood, will be held in the Gould
Room of the Cathedral of St. Philip, 2744
Peachtree Road. Tickets to the lecture are
$10 and can be purchased at the door.
Tickets to the home tour are $40 or $30
for APC members, and may be purchased
from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the tour day at
8 Peachtree Battle Avenue. Before April 16,
tickets will be available at the Cathedral
Bookstore, 2744 Peachtree Road; the Swan
Coach House, 3130 Slaton Drive; Boxwoods
Gardens & Gifts, 100 E. Andrews Drive;
and Habersham Gardens, 2067 Manchester
Street.
Details about the tour and lecture are also
online at www.preserveatlanta.com.
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Grant Mansion porch in progress
Restoration work continues on the
Grant Mansion, the headquarters of the
APC. The latest, most visible improvement is a new front porch, complete
with columns. This new addition brings
the mansion another step closer to its
original state.

See Buckhead in Bloom for free!
The April 17 Buckhead in Bloom tour is the APC’s biggest
annual fundraising event, and it requires the considerable
support of many to make it a success. Volunteers are needed
to work from noon to 2:30 p.m. or from 2:30 to 5 p.m. in each
of the houses on the tour. Each person will be assigned a
location to assist with guiding guests through the home and
ensuring a safe and enjoyable experience. No previous tour
guide experience is needed. Each volunteer will be given information on the house where they are assigned and will
work with a tour veteran House Captain. As a thank-you, volunteers will receive a free pass to each of the homes on tour.
To sign up, please contact Marge Hays at
marge@PreserveAtlanta.com or call 404-688-3353, ext. 10.
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Dwoskin Building Lost
Before

Atlanta lost an historic Midtown structure
in September when the Dwoskin Building at
the corner of Fourth and Peachtree streets was
demolished. Built in 1931, the structure survived when the surrounding area became
largely residential, and it remained a good
example of a low-density retail project.
The building was noted for its association
with prominent local architect Philip
Trammell Shutze, who redesigned the exterior
facade in 1939 in a classical style. Shutze also
used the Dwoskin Company‟s services in
many of his firm‟s projects.

After

“This was a major loss to the city,” said
APC Executive Director Boyd Coons. “It
was a very fine commercial facade by Philip
Shutze, one of our great 20th Century classical
architects. It lent a scale and texture to the
street that was very distinguished and sorely
needed in the rapidly-redeveloping Midtown
district. We had repeatedly stated that we
would be amenable to the preservation of the
façade, if nothing else.”
The APC had listed the structure on its list
of significant Midtown buildings. It was under
consideration for Landmark status.
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June 13th-17th
Drop off: 8-9 a.m.
Camp 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Pick up: 4-5 p.m.
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New historic
district proposed

The APC has supported recent efforts
by neighbors on Atlanta’s west side to
create the Sunset Avenue Historic District. Doug Young, executive director of
the Atlanta Urban Design Commission,
has signed off on the proposal that encompasses both sides of the largely single-family, residential street that runs
through the Vine City neighborhood.
“We’re very gratified that this nomination is in process,” said APC Executive
Director Boyd Coons. “We’re delighted to
lend our support to an area that is an
essential part of our city’s history, not
only in terms of its residential history but
also that of the international Civil Rights
movement.”
The district encompasses approximately 35 acres and more than 60 properties and is surrounded by the Vine City
community, as well as parts of Morris
Brown College. Development in the area
began in the last part of the 19th Century
and continued into the mid 20th. The district now featured houses that are typical
of the architectural styles built in the
Southeast beginning in the late 19th
Century, ranging from Queen Anne to
Craftsman. Examples of those styles can
also be found in the apartments, duplexes, bungalows and ranch houses
built with working class families in mind.
Along with significant historic structures, the district plays a key role in the
social history of Atlanta and the country.
Within its boundaries are Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s family home where his widow
raised their four children; the former
home of Julian Bond, a founder of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; and the home of Edward Martin,
a top executive of the Atlanta Life Insurance Company until his death in 1969.
The proposal has been passed by the
UDC and is expected to go to City Council with a recommendation for approval.

Street
re-naming
The APC, along with downtown
neighborhood associations and residents, continues to fight against
proposed re-namings of two downtown streets. The issue first arose
last November, when city council
members Kwanza Hall, Michael
APC Executive Director Boyd Coons was
Bond, H. Lamar Willis, Aaron
among the cross-section of supporters who
Watson, Ivory Young, Jr. and
turned out for a discussion about the recent
Yolanda Adrean proposed chang- proposal to re-name two downtown city streets.
ing Harris Street to John Portman
Boulevard. A second proposal by council members C.T. Martin, Michael J.
Bond, Ivory Young, Jr., Kwanza Hall, Natalyn Archibong, Cleta Winslow, Carla
Smith, Keisha Lance Bottoms and Joyce Sheperd was made to rename Cone
Street to Xernona Clayton Way.
The first review of the proposed changes arose at a meeting of the city‟s Utility Commission, and the APC and a coalition of neighborhood and civic organizations spoke in opposition to the renaming and pointed out the failure of the city
to follow proper procedure. Utility committee chairperson Natalyn Archbong
agreed that procedure should be followed and proposed further review.
“These historic street names are our only remaining evidence of this portion
of our city‟s history,” said Boyd Coons, the APC‟s executive director. “It‟s very
important to preserve them as part of Atlanta‟s living heritage.”
Judge Reuben Cone was a city founder whose home sat at the head of Cone
Street on Marietta Street. He donated the land for the street grid, including the
one that bears his name. John Harris served as the first elected representative
from Fulton County.
“It‟s not just these two particular streets that we‟re addressing,” continued
Coons. “We do not believe historic streets should be renamed. The existing ordinance states that it should be discouraged.”
A city ordinance provides a legal framework for street re-namings that is not
being followed. The APC previously worked in conjunction with the city council
to develop this process to prevent arbitrary re-namings of historic streets - a process that includes input from neighborhoods, property owners and the NPUs,
along with approval from the Urban Design Commission and consultation with
preservationists. These requirements were not followed until public pressure was
applied. In addition, specific requirements such as the approval of directlyaffected property owners were waived by the council.
The APC engaged Wright Mitchell, a partner with Constangy, Brooks &
Smith, LLP, to provide legal representation against the re-naming. The effort has
also been supported by a cross-section of community residents, neighborhood
associations and NPUs, as well as descendants of the streets‟ namesakes. Among
them are Philip Covin, former head of the APC‟s advocacy committee; Rodolfo
Castro and Brandy Morrison, who currently lead the committee; Jeff Lam and
Rashid Muhammad of the Atlanta Downtown Neighborhood Association, whose
group opposes any changes; and Wanda Whiteside, president of the Atlanta University Center Neighborhood Association.
In December, the city council shelved a discussion of the issue, but the APC
expects it to be re-visited. Meanwhile, the APC has established a fund to finance
the legal opposition of the name changes. Contributions can be made directly to
the Atlanta Preservation Center.
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Volunteer Profile: Jeff Clemmons
Jeff Clemmons is a young
man with an unquenchable
thirst for history. That desire to
drink it all in led him to become
involved with several Atlanta
Preservation Center programs,
which helped open doors for
him as an author.
Clemmons first got involved
with the APC when he started
working in public relations at
Troutman Sanders in Midtown.
Jeff Clemmons
“I‟ve always been fascinated by
Midtown and downtown,” he said. So, he became a volunteer tour guide and while he enjoyed the Midtown tour,
he was a bit disappointed that it did not include any of the
commercial district. “I decided that I would love to create
a tour that included more of the commercial aspects of
the area, including the Georgian Terrace, the Biltmore,
Crawford Long and the Rose Mansion.”
When Clemmons approached the APC about creating
his SoNo tour, he discovered that there had been a similar
tour in the past. Undeterred, he spent six months researching the area to build a new tour. “The more I did
the research, the more history I found. I.M. Pei‟s first
building is here. There are ties to NASCAR. And, of
course, there are so many links to Margaret Mitchell.”
The new SoNo tour now includes 22 buildings and
Clemmons leads it once a month from March through
November. He infused it with information about both

history and architecture, but, “people really like to hear
all of the stories about the people.”
Clemmons so enjoyed the research that he proposed
writing a book about the area. However, based on several
online articles he had written, History Press in Charleston
offered him another project first: the history of Rich‟s.
The manuscript is due Sept. 1 for a fall publication date,
so Clemmons has been cheerfully digging through the
research stacks again. “Rich‟s has a special aura,” Clemmons said. “There are three big names in Atlanta: CocaCola, „Gone With The Wind‟ and Rich‟s. The company
and the city are so closely tied together that the book will
really be like a supplemental history of Atlanta.”
As if writing a book, working a full-time job and
offering tours for the APC weren‟t enough to keep this
history addict busy, Clemmons also serves as the vice
president of CIRCA, an auxiliary organization of the
APC that meets once a month for behind-the-scenes tours
of notable properties like the Wrecking Bar, Ivy Hall, the
Ponce Apartments and Macy‟s. And, he said that he is
also on his own personal campaign to save the Rufus
Rose House.
Clemmons hopes that other younger people will also
be attracted to the APC. “I wish more people my age
would realize that learning the history provides you with
a context for the city you live in.”
Clemmons‟ enthusiasm is infectious. It‟s unclear
whether others could possibly become as thirsty for
history as he is, but he is certainly doing everything
he can to offer them a taste.

If you’ve ever considered being a guide for a neighborhood walking tour or the Fox Theatre, the
APC invites you to be part of our enthusiastic group. Guides are thoroughly trained and given the
opportunity to practice before they begin. Interested? Call the APC at 404-688-3353, ext. 13.

The APC welcomes
Carolyn Stine McLaughlin
Carolyn Stine McLaughlin has joined the staff of the
APC as the coordinator of Phoenix Flies and Buckhead in
Bloom. A native of Atlanta, she has spent the majority of her
professional life in the arts, serving as the associate director
of a nonprofit dance organization where she managed both
administrative and development functions and taught and
choreographed.
She said that the Phoenix Flies program was “a joy to
produce because it is such a great way to show folks Atlanta‟s wonderful historic treasures.”
McLaughlin has lived in Inman Park with her family for
more than a decade, during which she has come to appreciate
the importance of preservation. Her 1909 house there is made
of 12-by-24 inch concrete block with both Victorian and
Craftsman details and is still a restoration work in progress.

Carolyn Stine McLaughlin [left] is pictured above with Trustees Alida Silverman and Bill Pennington and Architectural
Tourist blogger Terry Kearns at the Grant Mansion Open
House for Phoenix Flies on Saturday, March 19.
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Mount Vernon Excursion
Last October proved to be an ideal time for APC members to head north, and not just to take in the fall scenery.
APC Executive Director Boyd Coons and 11 other travelers had the singular pleasure of spending three days in the
area around Mt. Vernon, Virginia, on an excursion that
included an exclusive tour of the first president‟s home.
The private glimpse of the mansion was facilitated by the
APC‟s Boyce Ansley, who for three years has served as
Regent of the Mount Vernon Ladies Association.
The trip also included tours through historic Old Town
Alexandria, Va.;
Washington‟s distillery and gristmill; and guided
walks through
Mt. Vernon‟s
gardens and
landscapes.

Anne Cox Chambers roses for sale
The APC has an exclusive and
limited quantity of Anne Cox
Chambers roses for sale at $20
per plant. These lovely flowers
are not sold commercially, but
can be ordered by calling the
APC at 404-688-3353. The
roses can be picked up at the
Grant Mansion, and proceeds
from each sale will benefit the
APC’s on-going preservation
efforts.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

Atlanta Preservation Center
327 St. Paul Avenue, SE
Atlanta GA 30312
404-688-3353
www.preserveatlanta.com

Inside
Buckhead in Bloom
Summer Camp
New Historic District Proposed

Calendar at a Glance & Upcoming Events
Now through November
APC neighborhood walking tours
www.preserveatlanta.com
Buckhead in Bloom Lecture
April 15
8 p.m. Cathedral of St. Philip
www.preserveatlanta.com
Buckhead in Bloom
April 17
Noon-5 p.m.
www.preserveatlanta.com
Discover Druid Hills Home and Gardens Tour
April 29-30, May 1
www.druidhills.org/tour
Inman Park Festival and Tour of Homes
April 29-30, May 1
www.inmanparkfestival.org

PAID
PERMIT NO. 3033
ATLANTA, GA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Atlanta Preservation Center
Board of Trustees
Boyce Ansley
Shepard Ansley
Jean Astrop
Michael Bishop
Dameron Black
Albert Caproni III
Rodolfo Castro
Timothy Crimmins
Arch Davis
Laura Howard DePree
Rawson Foreman
Harry Gilham, Jr.
Bryan M. Grant II
Nowland B. Gwynn II
Penny Hart
Robert F. Helget
Sister Hood
Rep. John Lewis
Elaine Luxemburger
Belle Turner Lynch
James McManus
Brandy Morrison
Ralph R. Morrison
Mary Norwood

Neal G. Patton
William E. Pennington
Kathy K. Rainer
Ginny Rather
Ronald W. Rogers
Alida Cooper Silverman
Elizabeth Morgan Spiegel
Rebekah Stewart
Mary Rose Taylor
Chrissie Stevens Wayt
Rainey Rembert Woodward
Mtamanika Youngblood

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Arch Davis, President
Nowland B. Gwynn II, Treasurer
Howell E. Adams III
Rodolfo Castro
Brandy Morrison
Ellen Nemhauser
William E. Pennington
Rainey Rembert Woodward

